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Christmas Is very juetly regarded as tbe most holy
smtwn of ibe year. More than any otber it reminds
¦an of tbe great and solemn obligations be is under to
lb* Creator of tbe universe, wbo gave him life, strength
and vigor and a share of tbe world's goods. It brings
tack to bis recollection, if ever be should have forgotten
them, the glorious words in which man's salvation Las
been decreed. It speaks to bim of bis duties and respon¬
sibilities. In moBt of the countries in which the gospel
tas boon preached Christmas comes round at a time
when the snow falls, when the frosts are biting, when
tbe atorm howls in tho stroet, on tbe mountain, and out
over tbe extent of the wide, wild sea. Wn
are reminded that the Divine Founder of Chris¬
tianity himself was born in an inclement season, and
that He was obliged, in bis very earlleBt infancy, to en-
dure the cold. Even then there were those who could
sympathize with the sorrowful, and that sympathy has
taen transmitted down to our timo through countless
generations. It was right that this should be so, for wc

have the divine assurance that the poor and the af¬
flicted should be always with us. Thoy are with us; anil
¦tall wo not stretch out onr hands and help them? Y<'*,
we will. They are without food; they are badly pro-
?ided with raiment. Thoy seek the shelter of precarious
.nd miserable homes. They are often exposed to snow,
ftwt, biting cold and bowling tempests. Shall net those
wbo live in good houses, eit by pleasant firesides and
Make themselves merry over tbe fat of tbe land, think of
tbe desolate ones wbo have no friends to cheer, no rela
lives to succor them at this holy, joyous time f
Ibe fine gentleman,, who devotes most of bis leisnre

to foreign travel, the patronage of literature and the
collection of works of art, ceases at this season from bis
asoopatlon, joins the family circle, and tries to make all
areMMf biin happy. Tbe rich merchant, who has been
fbr twelve long months witnessing tbe expansion of hit

and tbe Increase of bis profits, who baa been In
¦slant supervision of the business of his counting

e, gives himself a few days or repose and essays to
flBd out tbe most deserving objects of bis benevolence.
Ibe lawyer, whose brain is taxed by the intricacies of

legal points and by tbe bard study of dry authorities as

tbe Dldnignt lamp burns before him, throws aside his
papers and books and endeavors to do his part la honor

tag la a fitting manner the great and glorious festival of

Tbe owner or tbe vast store, whose e»i'«fct.«nm»oi all
through the year has been as busy as a blve, sere ap¬
proaching the day that should be most respected by
Christians, and, in tbe exercise of a generous spirit, af-
flhrds the means to bis employes of being happy on the
eeeaslon when all Christendom is rejoicing.
Tbe mechanic, tbe man who makes the anvil ring

¦Mb tbe force of ponderous blows, wbo adds to the
wealth of tbe nation by his sturdy, honest toil, saves out
af his earnings something that is to be specially de\ otod
to tbe Christmas celebration.
Tbe boy who is away from home, at school, waits with

antlety for the moment when vacation shall be an-

aoed, that be may pack up his trunk and be off to
i the fixing of tbe Christmas tree, and share In ail

I Juvenile and Innocent sports peculiar to the time,
i upon ibe battle;field.and there have been bloody

aesta close upon the anniversary or tbs restival
will dawn upon ua to-morrow with the most bril

l prospects for the ruture or this grsat, free and inde-
¦eslint republic.the soldier is reminded that, though
M tas to draw tbe sword and- eater into deadly corneal
«Hh bis enemies, he is not to forget the hallowed princt
ytss of Christianity which teacb blm to be generous
¦¦i forgiving to a Mien, beaten foe. Ia otber climes be

1% at Ibis moment, after the hart strife of tbe day, sit
.lag by the watebflre, waiting for the dawn or another
¦sewing when tbe contest is to be renewed. But amid
tas Oa sf war, the clash of arms, the cries of the

I sad the shrieks of tbe dying, bis mind must
lis the merry Umee wbieb friends at home are

[St Christmas. Absence makes bis heart "grow
Be pictures to btmeelf the pleasant acmes of

HsyMk. lasses, as It were, the oottage when be
Ms horn, sad whlob, In after yearn, whan he had arrived
flt man's estate, be bad learned to associate with tlie
gtst tsndsr sad affectionate sentiments. Be looks upon
fee holly and Iry.upon the snow, which is trampled up
ta tbs cottage door.he ease the crowds of ardent wor-

flMppei* going to chnrcb.he eeee the light streaming
Imi the windows of the dwelling within which are ait.
OtaIbe Mends of wbom be used, at this season, to be one,
flBI ta longs for a return to tbe quiet scenes where mirth

M happiness hold their sway. But, though ho la away.
SO away.the viaion pleases him, and he is not without

that the day Is not far dietaat wben he, too, will be
Mwag the crewda who, pursuing a career of peaceful in

MSfcp, have Ita best opportunity or celebrating the time
Mleb, by the commoa consent or all Christendom, is

0Mt honored and nrirtd.
i Ucw, happily, peaoe prevails throughout the wide ex

.ant of Um republic. The terrible sound of war ia no
1*1®' heard within oar borders. The soldier haa quitted
dke gory Held and returned to the rleh pactum and the
fruitful garden* in which he labors with manly energy to

rlqlB himself and those who arc dependent upon lum
support. Or he haa turned his steps towards the rich
populous cities, where he mingles In thn pursuit of

.ofce honotjt employment with the industrious tbruug
who ere constantly adding to the greatness and wealthier
.fee oftioa.

It IS at sui h a time that the people can best show then
appreciation or the pure and delightful enjoyment* of
CQutfbcas. Every person will celebrate it according to
fcla mead°, and im rease the pleasure be foels in doinx to

fcy gjvinf what aid be can to the poor and to tboso wboee
ptfafortiiuus sometimes induce them to believe that tin y
|N forever to be denied all human sympathy. But it

<M»l be so.
> V 1.APT CBBIRTVAB

(by War feiosd bnng over the country and spread a gloom
(iwougb every bome, though, as the result proves, It did
pet shake the faith of our people In the final triumph
.f Bieir cause, but so deep was the general sorrow
Ml for the thousands of the dead and wounded who had
MMalotd the national Oag on many a well fought field,
glut they could not enter Into all the heartiness of enjoy*
¦nt aa they will do to morrow. To-morrow, with pesre
VMtorcd, with liberty maintained, with the national au.

tberlty asserted, with the Stars and Stripes flostlng m-
MM over all portions of the United States, our peopla

enthusiastically celebrate the great festival, and will
liMr it by giving freely and generously to the poor out
4F the abundance of thatr means. The promptings of
Ifcatv Marts, the blftmtngs of peace, the growing pros-
acrlty la whKb they sre participators, will be so many
¦Mh>cements to them to art that gracefn) part which
Meg far la proving to the humble aad the lowly that
¦lay Aal) not ha forgotten.

_ VHTABATIONM
MHIN made tferougboot the city to celebrate the fee-

Junto* mrt iwmwa, t»mm

associations, and in those bodies wbich are constituted
tor religions ai.d benevolent purposed, there will be cere-
inonics suitable to the day. Nothing will be left undone
to render the occasion in every way worthy the enlighten¬
ment, public spirit and Christian feeling of this com¬
munity. In discharging the sacred and secular duties
appertaining to the season, we do no more than we are
bound by conscience to doj and we will connect the fes¬
tival with the highest honor thut can be paid it if we re¬
member (be poor, who have claims upon our sympathies
and benevolence.

Yesterday Christmas trees greeted the view at every
step. They were being purchased everywhere by thou -

sand*. Venders of these articles who had established
depots for their sale on Broadway and in other Btreets
were kept busy enough by their numerous customers. The
proprietors of stores and their assistants were " up and
stirring. " They were doing a splendid trade. The toy
marts were last evening tilled with Juveniles making
purchases of horses, dogs, whips, tops, "Jacks-in-the-
box," little guns and pistols, dolls, dolls' bouses, and
everything calculated to please their taste. Tbey wero
delighted beyond measure as the day approached upon
which they were to show each other the gifts of friends
who had been long absent, and of parents who look to
them as the pride of thoir house.

It is during this time that all the hilarity of children is
brought into lull play, and even persons of mature years
are tempted to Join in the sports of theiryounger friendB.
It is in this way that the Christmas is really enjoyed, for

it results In producing tender, reflned .feelings and chari¬
table actions which, more than at any ether festival,
should bo displayed during Christmas.

Subjoined are given accounts of tbe different prepara¬
tions for tbe celebration of tbe festival tomorrow:.

EPISCOPAL CHUBOHBS.
TKiaiTY CHURCH.

In this church suitable arrangements have been made.
Close to the communion table, and not far from the
magnificent stained glass window, an arch of ever¬
greens, surmounted by a cross, has been erected. Other
portions of tbe sacred edifice have been decorated with
wreaths and flowers. Oreen branches have been twined
around the pulpit. The whole appearance of the build-
tog Is quite in keeping with its ecclesiastical character.
It Is a structure or which Americans may be Justly
proud. Close by its walls He the ashes of illustrious
Americans, who had dovoted themselves to the advance¬
ment of tbe hodor and glory of their country. To-mor¬
row morning service will commence at eloven o'clock.
It will open with a carol/or tbo choir, accompanied by
the two organs and echoed by the bells. The music will
include Venite and Psalms, Te Deum and Jubilate,
Bovce, in A, the Anthem; Recitative from Hundel'8
"Messiah," "There were shopherds;" Solos, by Masters
Ehrlich and Toedt, and Mr. 3. D. Mayer; Chorus,
"Gloria," from Mozart's twelfth Moss. There will also bo
a hymn, sermon anil commuulon service.

TUB CHIMES.
The following chimes will be rung on Christmas

morning
1. Ringing tho changes on eight bells.
2. Christmas Carol.Once in Royal David's City.
3. Christmas Carol.Bright, bright in Silver Light.
4. Christmas Carol.Watchman, tell us of the Night.
6. Christmas Carol.Angels from the Realms of Uldry.
«. Hymn.Quiet, Lord, my Froward Heart.

ST. 1'AUL'H CHDKCU.
This structure, which is regarded with great venera¬

tion on account of the associations connected with it, is
decorated in a style that reflects the highest credit on
those who have bad the conduct of the arrangemonts.
The chandeliers are covered with wreaths of laurel. A
device, which immediately attracts tho notice of the vis¬
itor, is the trefoil, a Latin cross and a circular emblem
of eternity. The panels are ornaiuentod with balsam.
Washington's pew is dccked out with evergreens. Before
service begins a chant will be sung by the children of
the Sunday school connected with tho church.

sr. John's chapel.
The most striking decorations in this edifice are a

number of well executed monograms. Surrounding an
art'h at the altar are the words "Glory be to God in the
highest, and on earth peace and good will to men."

TKPflTY CHAPEL.
The decorations in this chapel are simple but elegant.

The porch, the entrance and the aisle seem to be one
mass of fresh and beautiful foliage.

ostcs <WCRCH.
It is expected that a new anthem will lie i-ung in this

church to morrow morning. We learn that a son of tbe
lute Bishop Potter will deliver a sermon at tbe morning
service.

AT BT. LPKK'n CWRCW
tbe Rev. Dr. Tuttle will preach to morrow morning. The
service will be preceded by carols which are to bn sung
by tbe children.

In the other Episcopal churches, Including St. Ann's
church for deaf mutes, Church of the Holy Communion,
Church of the Redemption, Church of the Holy Trinity,
St. Clement's, St. Peter's, St. Michael's, St. Thomas', 4c.,
there will be services appropriate to tbe day. Were all
these described even in the briefest manner, it would
absorb more epac« than can be afforded this morning.
Suffice to say that in all these temples of worship the
preparations do Infinite credit to those who have been
instrumental in getting them up.

lib SAINTS CHURCH, USURY STREET.
Service commences in this chnrch at half-past ten

o'clock. A fine selection of music will bo performed.
Mr. Joseph P. Javdino presides at tbe organ with bis
usual ability.

BAPTIST CHPRCH, MADISON AVENrK.
This spacious and honOaotuely constructed church will

nut bo inferior to any of its neighbors in regard to the
celebration of the Christmas services.

MKTHOniPT AND I'REHnTTSRIAN CBCRCH^H.
In these churches the leHival will be inhered In wiih

the usual thanksgiving and prayer.
ROMAM CATHOLIC CRT KCHKS.

HT. PATRICK'S CATUSRAl.
Thi« church in beautifully ornamented. One hundred

and liliy candle* will be lighted upon the aiiar, and in
several parts of the church lights will be fixed in the
form of Mars, each star consisting of t«n or twelve can
dlf«. Golden candlesticks are to adorn the altar, which
will be festooned with laces and natural flewere.
The side altars are to be dedicated to the Hie*Bed Virgin.
Pontifical high masses comment)* at five o'clock, and at
half past ten o'clock, the Archbishop, Most Rev. Dr.
Mct'ioskey. officiating, attended by the clergymen of the
charcb. The sermon at half-past ten o'clock mass will
be preached by tbeKav. Father McNierney. An efficient
choir service is being arranged under the direction of the
organist, Herr Schmidt

sr. mmxt,
In Twenty-eighth street, near Third avenue, is deco¬
rated in a tasteful msnner with evergreens and flowers.
The ornamentalioa has been conducted under the superin¬
tendence of the sister of the pastor, the Rev. Dr. C'um-
mlngx. who has made every necessary arrangement for
the celebration of the ceremonies of the day.

ar.|pRiMwr's.
Rev. Father llooney, pastor, has spared no trouble to

render the decoration of the church all that It should be.
tias jets, set in lilies, and wax candles will throw a blase
of light on the altar, the artistio arrangement of which
cannot be excelled.

m. JIMMUW'H.
Masses oommeac* at Ave o'clock: high mass at half-

past tea, the Rev. Michael Curraa officiating, assisted by
deacon and sub-deacon. The preparations merit more
than a passing word. Twe gilt chandeliers, with seven¬
ty lights each, vill be placed on the altar, which is to
bear a number of gold and stiver candlesticks, each hold¬
ing a lighted candle, and between these will be Inter¬
spersed vasec of fragrant flowers. On either side or the
altar will be a lofty palm tree, lifting its top almost to the
roof of the church, and the gas Jets will be entwined
with boughs ofpalm.

nr. »mtnnu>,
Twaaty-lfth street, nesr Eighth avenue, will have mid¬
night service, at which Haydn's imperial mass No. 8
is to be sung. At half-past ten to-morrow morning high
mass will be again celebrated, the choir singing Manda-
nici's grand mass. Vespers commence at half-past three
In the afternoon. The music will be Nlnl's grand Ves-
pro. Mr. R Gonzales discharges the duly of musical
director.

tbs cncncn or ran cnicimoir,
Fourteenth street. In this church preparations on a
scale equal to those alseady mentioned are being carried
out under the superintendence of the Rev. Plowden
Morrogh.

At sr. nmm>.
Barclay street, grand high mam will be celebrated at
five o'clock in the morning, and again at haif-past ten
o'clock. At the last ceremony the choir will be under
the direction of an efficient orgsnist, snd the music
selected will be suitable for the (lay. Sermons descrip¬
tive of the great festival, and of the mnnner in which
it should be honored, are to he preached by clergymen
connected with the church.

enrsm or sr. tkrksa,
corner of Rutgers and henry streets. For over twenty
years this church had been the fashionable Presbyterian
church of the city. It was purchased about two years
ago by the Rev. Father Boyce, and now one of the most se¬
lect Catholic congregations worship within Its walls. To¬
morrow morning solemn high ma** will be sung at half-
past four o'clock. At the Gospel there will ho a sermon.

I ,ow mnsies are to be mul at every intervening hour until
hair past len o lo< k whM there will be ngnln solemn
high mars and a sermon. A collection will be taken up
lor the orphans It has been arranged that music of a
superior kind will be sung at the high masses. The fol¬
lowing is included among the selections for the first
maaa at half-past four o clock."Mercadante," and at
the second solemn mass at half-past ten. Generali's grand
maaa in O, Mozart's Sanfiu snd Agnu* Dei, No. I. Prin¬
cipal soprano, Madame K. W. Keville,; principal con-
.rall«', Medame ( olletti; principal tentfr. Mr. Lockwood ;baritone, lir. Marino; organist, Mr. J. R. Magratb.

at tus j*«cit s oreurn
in .Sixteenth street the orchestra of Theodore Thomas hss

been specially engaged for to-morrow. The mass to be
performed is Mozart's Na 1. It is needless to say that
everything connected with the celebration of the festival
In this ohurch will he in strict snd solemn accordance
with the gorgeous ceremonial of the Catholic church.
. ... AMONG THIS (ilRMANd.
With the Germans in thia city Christmas is celebrated

as in the fatherland In almost every household, and ex--
tensive preparations have been made In the families for
this festival. Christina eve and the anniversary of the
Saviour's birthday are not celebrated publicly among Ihe
Germans except in the ohutcbes, which will be open for
service. A great feature of the German celebration of
Christmas, on Christmas eve. Is the Christmas tree,which was first introduced here by this nationality.The Christmas tree is one of tha essential attributes of
the Christmas celebration and the illuminating mediumof the family circle. The German clubs and societies,which usually are foremost in festivities and celebral
tions, have adjourned until New Year, to give their
members an opportunity to enjoy the present festivities
at fheir homes. Only one of these bodies, the Colonla.
had made arrangements for a conoert and a distribution
ffAakitfJU&t *M& tati Hfctt altM M U*

6ermani* Assembly Rooms this evening, but it being
discovered that Christmas eve would fall on a Sunday,
tho concert wu adjourned to next Saturday, at Irving
HalL

CHRIPTMAR AMONG POOR CBILBRJT*.
The Children's Aid society has under its <-are and

protection thousands of poor, houseless and homeless
children, many of whom are boot-blacks, ulroot sweepers,
pedlers and sellers of uewspapors, ami who try to eko
out an honest livelihood without being much of a
burthen on the society in which they live. Others are
little girli, orphans, or \Tithout a home, poorly clad In
this trying weather, which requires warm garments to
keep out tbo cold; more are compelled to wander about
the thorough Tares without shoes in the slop and tsludgo
of the melting anow, their parents.if they now have
any.being very poor, and unable to provide them with
the necessaries of life, whilo numbers are obliged every
day to seek the shelter of miserable dwellings, where
they experience the want of food and fuel. It is the
object of the Children's Aid Society to -'make Christmas
day the happiest day in tbo year to these little unfortu¬
nates. ' A flysheet issued by the society say«:.We pro¬
pose in the

nbwbboy'b lodging iiocsr,
where, during the past year, were about seven thousand
different poor boys, to give a good dinner and to dis¬
tribute clothing and shoes, and to fit out Nome for West¬
ern homes. In the

GIRLS' LODGING HOrSR
.where have been nearly one thousand homeless girls
In the past year.we desire to have a genial festival
and give a happy time to those who have had few friends.
In our

REFUGE FOR FRIENDLESS CHILDREN.
just opened on the corner of Twenty-fourth street and
Eighth avenue, we want to provide bedding, clothing and
shoes, and to give a good meal. In our

INDUSTRIAL HCHOOLS,
now numbering thirteen, with over two thousand chil¬
dren on the rolls, we hope.if the public supply the
means.to distribute over one thousand pairs of shoos,
clothingand little presents, and to give all a good re-

Ct We shall till up a party for tho West, Just after the
Idays, and for those homeless boys unci girls, now

going out from the office at the late of ono hundred a

month, we need clothing and means for giving a home,
as our funds are very low. A single party sometimes
costs us tl.OOCT.

Will not
A BENEVOLENT PUBLIC,

out of their superabundant means, supply the money to
cheer the spirits and meet the wants of those poor
friendless children, who must bo always tho care of the
true and faithful Christian? Tho society would gladly
accept clothing and food for the children, which will be
Bent for ta the houses of the donors if requested.

DONATION H
may be sent (the object specified) cither to the President,
William A. Booth, Esq., 86 Front street, or to the Trea¬
surer, J. E. Williams, Esq., Metropolitan National Bank,
108 Broadway, or to tho Socretary. C. L. Brace, 11 Clin¬
ton Hall, Astor place. New York.
Tho news boys bold their festival at the News Boys'

Lodging Bouse, 128 Fulton street, tip floor, on Monday,
December 26, at soven o'clock P. M. The children of

THS lilt RITKIt SCHOOL,
at 132 East Fortieth street, will hold their festival at
their school room, on Tuesday, December 26, at half-
past one o'clock r. M. Tbo

HUDSON RIVER SCnOOL,
corner of Twenty-fourth street and Eighth avenue, will
celebrate Christmas on Wednesday, December 27, at one
o'clock P. M- The

POURT1KNTB WARD SCHOOL,
corner of Baxter and Canal streets, at the school, on
Thursday, January 4, at two o'clock P M.

THE ITALIAN CHILDREN
will hold their festival on Thursday, January 4, at half-
past seven o'clock P. M., at the Houue of Industry, 165
Worth street.

TV* FIRST WARD SCHOOL,
60 Trinity place, near Rector street, will hold theirs at
the school, on Tuesday, January 0, at one o'clock P. M.

THE HAMBRRSLET STKKKT SCHOOL,
No. 204 Bleeckor street, entrance on Cottage place, with
about two hundred and fifty children, huve their festival
on Wednesday, January 10, at half-past two o'clock,
P. M.

THE C.IHI.r AT THE CIRt*' LODGING ROI'hK,
206 Canal street, hold their festival on Thursday, Janua¬
ry 11, at hAlf-past seven o'clock, P. M. Tho

CH1LDHRN OF THE VIFTH WARD SCHOOL
will have a festival at their school, 16 I.ispeuard «tre»t,
on Friday, January 12, at two o'clock P. M.

THB ROTOR.
ASTOH HOrSK.

The proprietor of tbiB house, Mr. Stetson, Bill,
with his usual liberality, give a dinner to bis
employes and servants to-morrow. Be will also treat
them to a ball, which is to take place either on
next Saturday or on Monday evening. This liberal
and kind consideration on tbe part of Mr. Stetson towards
his numerous employes deserves honorable mention, and
we notice it accordingly. On making iuquirieB

AT OTBKK HOIKLH
information wan furnished that they would have no
special festivities, though it is not unlikely that tbe
guests at the different establishments may gel up some
entertainments among themselves.

TUK COMtTI.AR OFFICES.
The offices of tbe British and other Consuls will be

closed. The officials connected with these departments
will be thus enabled to enjoy tbe holiday iu common
with the rest or the community, who, ceasing from the

{iloddlng toil of every day life, can appreciate tbe rein » a
Ion and amusement to be derived from an interval of

real peace and repose.
THK UNITKB RTA1 ED nrriCER.

The United States Treasury and all the other public de¬
partments under the control of tbe government will not
be open for the discharge of regular business. Should
there be occasion, tbe Custom Rous* officers will attend
for a few hours in the morning In their respective offices
to effect the clearance of vessels, but beyond this no
other employment will be entered upon. The govern¬
ment officials have not, as a body, mude any special ar¬
rangements for the keeping of Christmas; therefore
each one will have individually to toake the most ol bis
legal holiday.

KIRK DBTARTMENT.
Although the men connected with the Metropolitan

Fire District have not been able to make any special
arrangements for Christmas, owing to the nature of their
duties, which require their eonttani attendance, they
will b« allowed every privilege consistent with a due
regard for the public service, and permitted to enjoy
themselves In every case where it is possible to allow
them away from duty.

TBI TRADES.TBI MAREBT8.
Paying a visit yesterday to Jefferson Market, which

has been ornamented with wreaths of evergreens after
the custom of the season, great quantities »r provision* of
every kind were found exposed for sale. There seemed 10
have been quite a battue among the turkey tribe. It would

be difficult to Imagine where all tbe turkeys came from.
Upwards ef Ave thousand of them mu.st have been nlmigh
tered and bought up. They were to be seen on every
StalL II was quite amusing to behold messengers carry¬
ing off two or tame of these fowl across his back, and
the attendant* were kept up to their work in a lively man¬
ner, as each customer tad to be served with his "Christ¬
mas turkey" without delay. IBie prioe paid was about
twenty-eight rents per pound. There was a large supply
of prime beef, which brought thirty-five cent* per pound.
Button from eighteen to twenty-five cents per pound.
Pork, of prime quality, twenty-two cents per pound.
There lay shout the market In heaps, venison, sucking

canvas*-bark ducks, black ducks, red beads, brants,
fowl, geese, chickens, quails, prairie bens, par¬

tridges and wild pigeons, all of which brought good
prices. The demand was large.far and away in excess
of what it bad been last year.
At Fulton market <bere was all the appearance.and

more than that, the reality.of good business. A large
stock of beef, mutton, turkeys snd fruit of every descrip¬
tion was on sale to meet the requirements of ali classes
of buyer*. i*urchssers gathered into the malls In throngs,
and, after a brief Inspection of the food things set before
them, brought away baskets full o^.revision*, st prices
that must have returned fair profit* to tbe seller.
Tompkins market should not be omitted. It opened

yesterday morning at the early hour of five o'clock with
an immense supply of almost everything that enters into
human consumption, and its cleanly appearance elicited
deserved praise from thoee who went there to buy. Tbe
butchers vied with each otber in putting the moet tempt¬
ing loints before the notice of their customer*. One
beef, of about 14 cwt., dressed, about the heaviest in
tbe p\pce was exhibited on a |stall, and doubtless, owing
to Its prime quality, would bring the highest figure. A
sheep from t'anaila West, the dressed weight ol which
was two hundr<-d snd forty pounds, was also much ad¬
mired. It is almost unnecessary to state that devices,
worked In evergreens, wero hung up in the market,
whioh was kept open until the latest possible hour last
night for the accommodation of tbe public, who bought
Spiritedly and liberally. In Centre and Essex markets,
and that at tbe foot of Canal street, the tame busy
scenes were enacted. The supply In cach was good, ami
the attendance of buyers numerous.

THE NEW YORK llTATE SOLDIERS' DEPOT.
At tbe New York Htate Soldiers Depot u nuipniflcent

dinner will be provided for the soldiers at half-pan one
e'dock. This dinner hits been provided by the l^tdics'
Soldiers' Relief Association. Tbe establishment will be
appropriately and elegantly decorated for the occasion,
and Mr T. L I'revost. the Superintendent, extends au
Invitation to the public to 1. ok in m'on tne festivities.
The affair promises to be one of the most agreeable of
Christmas celebrations

t'NION HOME.
On Christmas Day, at noon, there will be exercises at

the Union Home and School, located near Eighth ave¬
nue, between Flfty-geventb and Fifty-eighth rtreats.

¦A M.S.
A number of balls are announced to rome off. "Tbe

Invincible*," a fashionable club. Is determined not to be
outdone In the celebration of the day and the occasion.
They give their fourteenth toirft danmntr on Wednes-
day, the 38th Inst., at 69 Fourteenth street, and every,
thing promises that It shall eclipse tbe previous balls in

brilliancy. Tbe gentlemen composing the Invincible*
are all or the highest respectability, and the motto of
tbelr club. "non jmmmmm efaci". is always followed
out by them.
Tbe following balls take place at the City Assembly

Rooms In the ensuing week .Ameriru* Association, on
Monday evening ; ball of troop C, First regiment, Tues¬
day evening; Manhattan Freemason ixxtge, Wednesday
evening, Dingo Lodge, Thursday evening, Exempt Live
Oak Engine Company, Friday evening

In the Union Assembly Rooms the subjoined list ef
balle has been announced for next week:. Hudson liar
ber and Hairdressers' Association, Monday evening;
Company 6, Eleventh regiment, Tuesday evenine , Em
Btre City Guard Wesdeeday evening: f-oopers1 Club,waiter amum fi» trim

evening. The ball of the Union Assembly takes place on
the evening of New Year's Day.
The balls at Brookes' Assembly Room for next week

have been arranged as follows:.Dashaway Social Club,
Monday evening; sheriff Coterie, on Thursday evening.
Five balls come 08 next week at Jone«' Assembly

Rooms. They take place as subjoins*!: Santn Claus
Association, Monday evening: Marion Society Club,
Tuesday evening ; Empire Social Club, Wednesday even¬
ing; Vainlyck bus* Ball Club, ThurB«lay evening ; Mati-
gan Association, Friday evening.

THE COURTS.
No business is to be transacted to-morrow in the courts,

which will be dotted in honor of the festival.
THE CITY HALL.

The Mayor may probably attend in the City Hall in
the morning for a shoat time for the transaction of such
business as cannot he delayed ; but the city officials will
be enabled to enjoy tho holiday.

THE CHRISTMAS MATINEES.
Tho managers of the majority of ttae many attractive

and well regulated places of amusement Jwhieh now
.hound in the metropolis have arranged to give brilliant
matinees on Christmas Day.in the forenoon aft sumo
houses, and at aii early hour in the afternoon at ottaois.
These inatinoes are undertaken with a special view to tho
accommodation of the lady and Juvenile patrons of the
establishments, as they will enable the members of both
of these very numerous classes to enjoy the entertain¬
ments beforo they ore called on to preside in the family
circle, or remove tho gifts of the good old Santa Clans
aod their terrestrial friends from the Christmas trees.

GEORGE CHRISTY'S MINSTREI.S.
George Christy will irive a grand matineo at the new

.Fifth Avenue Opera House on Christmas Day, at two
o'olock in the afternoon. The programme promises a

perfect carnival de Christy, and is replete with mirth,
melody and fun. A crowded house will Be astonished
and amazed. The Black Statue will be performed, as
well as the other diversified and elegant pieces for which
the Fifth Avenue Opera House evenings are now so fa¬
mous.

THE BROADWAY THEATRK.
Tho Christmas Day inntineo at this popular establish

mcnt will be given at hall'.past ono o'clock in the alitir-
noon. Mr. Chanfrau m ill repeat bis wonderful imper¬
sonation of Sain, and the entire company will bo out.
Mr. Chanfrau 'n engagement is drawing to a clone, and
?eatt at the Broadway are secured many days in advance.

TONY PASTOR'S OfERA HOPSE.
A grand matineo will bo given at this neat and elegant

establishment at half-past two o'clock in the afternoon
of Christina* Day. Tho very exciting and attractive
(lrarna, tho Demon's Revel, will be played, engaging tho
entire strength ol the company. The bill contains all
the other amusiug pieces which attract such crowds to
the house in tho evenings. Tony Tastor intends a gala
mutm< e, and wiil be patronised by a galaxy of beauty.

TH K NKW NATIONAL CIRCUS.
In order to a> rummodate the vast numbers who resort

to this establishment Mr. Montpellier baa determined
that his magnificent troupe shall perform on Christmas
Day, at half- past ten o'clock in the forenoon and at half-
past two o'clock in the afternoon, in addition to their
usual evening appearance. All the new stars engaged
at the Circus will l>e out at tlie matinees to-morrow.
George Dcrous, the Man Monkey, will he the leading
character in the very laughable aftirpiece, entitled The
Mischievous Monkey. Mr. Willie Dutton, said to be the
greatest bareback rider in the world, w ill make bis tirat
appearance. The avalcade of the < ncus will make a
really got geou>< display.

TH K THORPE BROTHER?.
At the new music hall, rorner of Grand and Crosby

streets, the 'lhorpe Brothers intend to aitonish their
patrons with very wonderful and amusing performances
in magic at two Christmas Day matinees, to be held at
half-past, ten o'clock in the morning and at two o'clock
in the afternoon. Evening performances at the usual
hour.

HARRY l.ESI.IH.
This wonderful performer on the tightrope will exhibit

at the Theatre Coroique, No* 718 and 7'20 Broadway, on
Christmas Day, at two o'clock in the afternoon.

CHR18TMAS IN BROOKLYN.
A pesson visiting Brooklyn on business transactions

or for pleasure cannot but be forcibly struck with the
life, gayety and busy air of ite inhabitant* Brooklyn
has always been considered a alow place compared* l«
New h-r <M>%M>or IB gradually teaching her
wholesome lessons id the line of enterprise and prosper¬
ity. For the tart week the good people of the City of
Churches have been waking unusual preparations for
Christmas day. In ihe.-.e preparations there seems to be
more in the pleasures of anticipation than in the thing
Itself. At this season of the year the minds of the slug¬
gish are roused from their lethargy and put into a novel
fermentation in preparing for tbo holidays. In describing
.the appearance of Brooklyn at Uiis time we describe New
York, only on a smaller scale. The life, bustle and busy
din, the flowing tide of tinman existence, and in overy
trait and feature the City of Churches partakes
of the seme distinguishing characteristics as New York.
This week the Brooklyn, ten seem to have specially
set apart to holiday matters. Business transactions not
immediately connected with the supply of articles for
the holidays assume a quiet aspect On the other hand,
go whera you will in the streets and thoroughfares the
air reverberates with the hum of happy voices resulting
from present comforts or the anti< ipation of those to
come.

The stores in Fulton street a few weeks ago were as a

waning naoon in compariaon with their waxing splendor
now. What a mystery is tbat wilderness of beautiful
things which now Oil their windows! The Initiated In
the arts of Christmas displays may explain the creation
of the world and even the spirit rapping*, but bow the
Brooklyn storekeepers get all the wonderful things in
their shop windows together is an enigma (Kdlpue could
not anvwrr. Indeed, Brooklyn is a living )*anorama,
an immense kaleidoscope, exhibiting every conceivable
hue. Everywbese the eye is directed u> the ingenious
.devices of storekeepers to attract I be- eye and arrest at¬
tention. Fancy and (lashy show cards grace the shop
windows, informing the citissn of " A New Sensation,"

" Santa Claus'.Headquarters, " " No Christmas Complete
Without It/' "The Derby Festival Hal." "The Latest
Parisian Novelties," and a thousand other similar in¬
scriptions. The toy shops* dry goods imlaees, Jewelry
establishment* and skate emporiums all present fall and
froitb stocks of holiday goods.
The Brooklyn msrketa are teemng with the good

things of life The butchers are m» kins s great time
about theif "Christmas" rattle and invttinp epicures
to come and view the fair proportions, which, when
killed, shall furniah such delirious edibles aa won Id
make the month of even St. Anthony water with antici
pated "goes in," if that holy man were living at the
presnnt time.

Hrooklvnite* need not leave their corporate limits to
get anything that the eye could desire or tbe heart could
wish in the shape of Christmas presents or Christmas
edibles Everything ll tbe Die of im jewelry or dry
goods thst American or European Ingenuity ran invent
is found and And a ready sale It Is said thst the cltl
sens are exhibiting more prodigality In the purchase of
holiday gift! this season than at any former period
This speaks well for their prospcilty during tbe last
year.

In the religious world the celebration of the Christmas
festival is principally onOned to Roman t'stholics and
Episcopalians. The churches of these sects are decorated
with wreaths, te*toons and twining* of evergreens,
artistically displayed on the pillars, altars and ra< risttes
of these sacred edifices.
Sands street Methodist Episcopal Sunday school will

have its usual Christmas demonstration' on t'hriMmaii
morning at half |>ast ten. The Hchool room will he finely
decorated. Ad<'i cures will tie delivered by Mr. Bildreth,Hon. Moses F. (Moll and others
Tbe children of the Sunday school of the Warren

street Methodist Kp .'copal church will give a < nnoert on
Christmas evening
The Mission Salrt'stb School teachers will give their

scholars a big feast on Chri«tman, at Montague Hall.
The new Charcb of the Redeemer, Fourth avenue, cor¬

ner of Pacific streyt. will be opened for Divine service at
half-past ten A M. on Christmas.
The Bethel Mission Sabbath School, No* 4'i and 44

Fulton street, will give a feMival at eleven A. M. to
morrow.
Atthe Roman Catholic chnrch of.St. Borrmnro, Sidney

filaee, on Christruns Day, the celebrated pastoral mans of
Ambillotte, with orchestral accompaniment, will be
fung. Tbe mass, so rustic and yet so artistic, will bo
ably rendered by an effective choir.
Christmas tree* grace the parlor* of the wealthy, and

are hung with ''exotic" presents that will open the eyes
of tbe youngsters <>n Christmas morning.

'in the score of Christmas nmusements the Brooklynpeople hare a variety. Manager Hooley, of the OperaHouse, wields the sceptre in this respect. During tho
Cbrlstmarand New Year holidays ho gives the regularannual presents to the old and young people, the patrons of bis popular place of amusement, as a tribute of
gratitude for favors re ceived during the paet year. The
features of the entertainment, to be presented is the bur¬
lesque on the opera (Oily Gammon) entitled, "L'Afrl-
caine, or The Virginia Cupids." the "Persecuted Dar¬
kles," "American Frog," and tho "Blockade Runners. '

In the amuNment of skating a great time maybe anticipated The manager of the WashingtonPond announces tbat a grand "carnival" on Ice
may be expected The Capitollne Lake will be
gaily decorated, and music will enliven tho
scene The Dnton l'ond will retain that high poslt onwhich has character.fed it* past management. The
place will be decorated with flags and evsrgro ns, a
double band of sausic will play afternoon and evening,
and In the evening there will be a grand display of lire-
f*ll» *t>» H gwrjKvwJv iljunuMte*

At Chichester's Poad, Myrtle avenue, there will be a
grand time.

Christinas 10 an institution in Brooklyn. It routes
each boy and girl hall' an inch. You ere them
grow almost before your very eyea Bow ttiey enjoy
themselves, the little cyeatures! It Is joy to see ihem.
Low of presents from unexpected quarters! Holiday gift*
are showered upon them. If a roan Is tight all the year
round in bis pecuniary affairs ho seems pleased to squan¬
der it at the coming of Christina*, feeling that be must
give a litUe to the young. It is useuHon of uiirtb and
jollity, of revelry and enjoyment, of and
extravagance, that is really the spire of Cbr.straiis. It
seasons with its anticipations and realization! the rest of
the yoar.

Charity, we would say lb conclusion, can be made
a Christmas amusement of. We should remember
those who In this Inclement season have no meat, nor
drink, nor coal, nor auy of thoso things that are really
necessities or life There are thousands in our cities
whom Providence lias doprived of sight, ol tbeir limbs,
or of otiier functions, standing us ominous signs for us to
do our duty.
Christmas will be a peculiar one in many respects.

One year a^'o no star of hope adorned the sky; <m tUe
contrary, dark clouds obscured the political boriison, and
the government was preparing for renewed martial effort*
for a more vigorous prosecution of the then existing
rebellion, the utterances or our wisest statesmen gave
to the country no encouraging worda for an early peace.
To-day our armies are disbanded; peace.tliat glorious
word. has been brought to the nation, tranquillity re*
stored to our firesides, and the g.tllant soldiers who went
tarth to battloifor the country and escaped the perils of
war are with us, and will gather in the family circles to¬
morrow. The whole nation lias cause for rejoicing, and
wo hesitate not to say that grateful hearts will cheerfully
repeat the Christmas anthem sung by the angel choir
over the plains of Rethlrhern two thousand years ago:.
"Glory to Mod In tho highest, and on earth peace and
good will toward* men.

THE BRITISH PROVIDES.
Rebel Consignment of Ten Thousand Dol¬
lars" Worth of United States Letter
Stamps.Their Discovery in a Canadian
Custom House.Legal Action for Their
Recovery, &c.

Toronto, Dec. 23, 1865.
In August last tbe American government received in

formation of the consignment in Liverpool, by tl.e Con¬
federate agents, of $10,000 in Americas tline cent
stamps to Boyd & Arihur*, of ibis city. Mr. Hhairatt,
Post OlDue agent, came on last week, and, with Consul
Thurston, got out an injunction upon tbetn. 1 hey wore

found in the Custom House in bond. It is supposed the
stumps were cantured by the pirate Florida. 'I lie caso

will soon be argued in court.
Mr. Howland, the Postmaster General of Canada, con¬

templates resigning unless Mr. Brown reculls bis resigna¬
tion. The defeat of the Ministry and its policy is almost
certain when Parliament meets.

The Jrrepreaalbln (iruvltntlon from
Ctnnda to tkr Sditm.

[From tbo Toroulo I.euder, Dec. 21]
Ono experiences a mingled feeling of satisfaction and

regret upon glancing over t!n> emigration statistics lor
th« yeur 1806. Ah compared with la?t year they uro .it
follows:.

AatwiiaMiet. 1864. lHttfi. hurratt. Dee.
English 3,143 6,070 1,927
Irltih 6,094 H,8".6 1,762
Scotch 2,.TV0 2,112 2t»8
('.oriiums 2,302 2,097 . 160
Sweden, Ifipne.s and Nor
wegians. 5, 6?5 4.3R2 . 1,143

Oi her count iifs nwl British s I ;j S59 40 .

Total4 19,147 21,366 3,726 1,617
Increase lor 1866 2,208
Tho cause lor gratification in an increase in the immi¬

gration to tho number or 2,208 over last year. The t aute

for reffre' u that of the whole immigration.21,066 18,872
went to Iht United Stain. Thin Is a repetition of tho old
story. Our vessels bring the Immigrant population of
the Old World to our shores, but it leaves uh just as hoou
as It comes, Tbis Is not u satisfactory state of affairs,
bnt it cannot be mended, we suppose, ho long as there ih
such a large and varied Held lor labor in tbn Untied
State*, and every naturalised citi. en Is an earnest mid-
Hionary in the iuimigratiou field.

P X XL B m.

Fire In Gouvtrncur Hllp.I«oa* RitimMtd
at |M,000. | ,v-

Between four and five o'clock on Saturday morning
. fire broke out in the rag store No. 10 Gouveruonrellp,

owned by Daniel Sweeny. The Haines spread rapidly,
and before ibe fire was extinguished Son. 10,8 and fl,
each four story brick buildings, wero totally deidroyed.
The roof of tho two story and attic dwelling house No.
409 Water street was also damaged about $1,600. It is
owned by J. K. Jessup, and Is insured In the Relief In¬
surance Company. Mr. Sweeny entlmnt.w his Ions on
stock at about 120.000; injured for $8,000 in the New
York, People's aud other companion.
No« 0, 8 and. 10 Oouvern«ur dip are owned hy Mr.

Sweeny. The Ions will be* about $12,000; insured for
$10,000 In the Tradesmen, am' other companies.

Noh. 0 and 8 were occupied by O'Oonoell K Co., deal¬
ers in barrels. Their Iohm will be airfiut $6,000: insured
for $1,600 in the Hamilton, Marmouy aud other
companies.
Samuel Cox aud Mi< hael Dunn, who resided in No.

409 Water street, have RUfinined some damage to their
furniture by water and removal. They arc insured in
the Stuy \ Ahuut Insurance Company for $400 aud $300
each.
There was some damage by water to the grocery stock

of K. Minkeu, No. 413 Water street. Be is insured in
the General Insurance Office for $2,000. Conrad Ilrinkoril,
on the second floor, is also insured for $000 in the same
company.
The origin of the Ore is noi known at. present From

statements made to H O. Baker, Assislaut Fire Marshal,
it appear* that a noise like that of an explosion was
heard about one o'clock, and that Mr. Ilrinkoril, in the
adjoining house, supposed burglars wero in the rag
¦tore, and had blown the iron safe open with powder;
but, fearing that if be went to the street he would be
¦hot by them, be did not give an alarm.
Tbn safe having fallen in the ruins it ha* been mpo»

¦iblo as yet to ascertain if burglars have tampered with
the safe. Fir* Marshal Baker has ibe matter under
investigation.

Tho Herald Fire Department*
to ru iniTOK or thx inuut-n.

143 Fi'i.th* .Str ekt, New Yost, Dee. 23. IMS.
While acknowledging tlia energy and perseverance

exercised hy the Metropolitan Fire Department and the
Insurance Patrol, permit me to tender to the fire De¬
partment of the Niw You ifout u ny sincere thanks
for the prompt and valuable ass islam-* and protection
received from it at the Are in my building, 143 Fulton
Street, last night. I attribute the slight loss of $160, on

a (lock worth over $:t0,000. principally to the Immedi
ate anistance tecehtd from the Naw Yokr Htmui,

JOHN' BKOfNAN.
TO THK *DtT01t OF TBI UKHALn.

The undersigned, occupants of the building No. 141
Fulton street, hereby icndcrlheir thanks to the employes
of the Hshald i sUbilshnmiil for tlieir promptness and
efficiency in controlling the fir" at No. 143 on the night
of the 23d Inst., feeling a»«'r«d that without their iui-r
vention the lire would not have beeu coniltied to the
present named limit*. JAM F.s pooi.F a i'O.

Ml 1,1, K II A- V A 1 1
CI.ARK % BAI.DWIH.

N«w Voai. Dec 23, 1S06.

Fire In Chicago.
CmCWO, Her 23, IMS.

A fire on the corner of Main and Sn ond stt eetf in Fond
du Lsc, on Thursday night, d«htroyed between forty and
fifty thousand dollars' worth of ptoperiy. Ins'irsnce
twenty thousand dollar*

The Navy.
COVKT «>K l«.Ql IIIV.

The Naval Court of Inquiry which ha.> been m Miciun
in the Brooklyn Navy Yard fur the la»t week, of whli'li
Commodore H. A Poof waa PrriMtCDt and Puvmivcr
Itoalrr Judge Advocate, wa* -i>e<: ally conveaed to
In ifrnf ». the (IIIH of the return of 'ho Hoop of war

Motiongahele, which recentlv returned irorn N*a in ¦
disabled condition. The court closed *he<r labor* yester¬
day, but tbe result of their deliberations bat* not bei-u
made public.

nkw nr-rKM of kvrnrmn.
Iraae B. Vadder, K«q Special luppi!. tor of tlin Sn\j

Department, la now eng«|t> d in inaugurating a new aye-
tem of navv account*, by which It li expe. ted to pre¬
vent any future fraud* on th'< gowmmeat. He ba-s

v luted the Navy Yard* at Philadelphia unrt Boston, whero
the n«w ny4em h:i* been aueconfully Introduced, and la
now discharging the same duty at tbe Brook It u Navy
Yard.

NAVAf, CHANGKfl.
Commander Henry Itolando haa been ordered to take

command of tbo gunboat Florida, now at the Brooklyn
Navy Yard.
Lieutenant Commander Reed Worden l» detached

from duty at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and ordered to
tbe command of tbe gunboat Bienville.

Newe from Fortreaa Mow roe.
Kortrmn Mo* rob. Dec. 3S, 1S85.

The steamer Chamberlain ha* arrived from New York.
She had tbe ship Queen In tow, but encountered heavy
galee about the 21st iaat., when she broke away from the
ship oir AMecum Light. Tbe ship han not been heard
from aince.

Foams*# Mowara, !>ec. 8.1, IMlft
Tbe naval ateemer De ?<>«<> left for Washington to day.
Tbe Eleventh Connecticut ret atbt left foj bone )a*t

Nk»

WASHINGTON.
PBOGBESS OF RESTORATION.

Withdrawal ef the Provisional Got
ernaent from North Carolina.

Response of UoverRor Orr to Seereta/y Sew¬
ard's Telegram of Recognition. /

He Declares His Purpose to Aid in Up¬
holding the Supremacy of the

Hational Government,
its* a®. ac*

JA&8HOKTOS, Tec. 23. 1W».
THE PROVISIONAL QOVll^^NT WIT1SDHAWN KHOIt

NORTH CA.KOLINA.
The Secretary of State has, by direction of I resident

Johnson, addressed a letter to Provisional Governor
Holden, of North Carolina, relieving him from Ins truHt,
and expressing tho Prenidont's acknowledgment of the

fidelity, tho loyalty and discretion wnlch have iwtrkcd
his administration of allairs in that State. A copy of
ilie letter has been smut to th^Uovernor elect of North
Carolina, with th^ifuder of tuo co operation of the
government of t^v- United States whenevi r it may be
found necessary ifl effecting the early restoration And
tho permauent prosperity and welfare of tbe hiuio over

which ho has buuii called u|>ou to preside. TUcm) offi¬
cial communications ure similar, with the exception of
names, to thoso recently addressed 10 the Iknvtiort
elei t and Provisional Governor of other Southern Hiatei
with a similar purpose.
RKSrOKME OF QOTEKNOR ORB, OK SOUTH CA liOI.IN A,
TO SECRETARY SEWARD'S LETTER RKhTOMIKIi THK
STATE UOVEilNMIiNT.*
The following respon^o from Governor Gir i.n been

received by telegraph:
COLUMBIA. S. C, L)t"'. ltiflS.

Hon W. T! Skvaid, Secretary ol State .
Tho Legislature adjourned yesterday at < v-

erttor Perry has returned to hi- homo in tiiw oville.
Your despatch iia. been forwurded to him tiy ii.ull.

It will be very gratifying to the people oi' So ith Caro¬
lina that her government lin* been entrusted to officers
of their own selection. In thuir uame.Itli.u k you for
tho tender of co-operation of the government «>f the
United States when found ne<v ary in eiN cting the early
restoration and permanent prosperity and -w- late of
the State.
Yon may Be a-snred of my unulterable pv.ri .« l,» aid

in upholding tbe supremacy of the laws of the Mted
States, and In advancing the honor, Jntcreti and prim-
pcrity ot' a common couutry.

JAMKS L. ORB, Governor of **outh Ci .ol'iia.
NEUltO SDFI'RAOK ELECTION IN TUB t) :> KI' T.

Lewis Clephane, Collector of Internal Kevunif; /

Robbing, Register of Wills, and J. 11. Cro«ttn<uD, mm
entered a suit in the District of Colurol a fii.| ieine
Conn against the Mayor of Washington, the members uf
tbe City ConndlS and the Register of this c.i'.y, to re¬

strain them from paying out of the corporation funds
the expenses of the recent election to take the sense

of the citizens in relation to negro Miffragif
The complainants take the ground that tlieie in no autho¬
rity given in the municipal ch irter for the holding of
elections o'. a polli ical character, or to detertutno or as¬

certain tlie views of the residents in reference to the
extension of the elective franchise to persons of <oior in
thiH district. Judge Carter mode an order that. W e re¬

spondents appear on Tuesday next to show »kmi »by an

injunction should not issue as prayed for.
A petition to Congress is to circulation to-day for sig¬

natures In favor of negro sullragu.
NATIONAL BANE CI BCD I.A Tl ON.

The circulation of tho national banks was ineroded by
an issue of upwards of four lulUlous of dollurH dbnug
tho past week The total circulation i.-sued now reaches

neatly two hundred and thirty-four million*.
THK ROI' VrKltPKITI NO Of TRRAAl'HT M»T»e.

Such positive evidence in the matter ot oonntcrtoUng
of United States Tre.t*ury notes will be prtiemed in a

few days as will tuily explode the charg< s thai fraud
has Iicon practised in tho printing department of the
Treasury. The names of prominent ottlo.als «>f the
Treasury hare beeu coupled with these charges ursie h
a manner that tbe whole Treasury Is interested m dis¬

proving and exploding them. While it may lie shown
tha' a foartul percentage of the currency aud . l upous *
bogus, it has come to be a mittcr of life and iftath with
the Treasury printers to prove that the extra paper la
simply excellent counterleit. They projoie to r»latv
lUh this fact during holiday weok.

THE ARMY MIONAI. CORI'R.
The Signal Corps of the army, wbi< b «i»h iigan-

ized, it wm supposed, with a view to pt'imaneti' y
ao long a* wo maintained a regular aituy, is
almost broken up. About a do/en officer* only
remain, and these expect to loso their heads in
due touisii. The testimony of every promirem general
of tbe Union armies in favor of tbe 5ignal Corps bu
weigbed as nothing against the effort* of the War Secro-
tary and bis former a^latant to slaughter them. The
effort will be made, however, to have tbe Kgcat Corps
properly recognised in the reorganization of tl>e siiny.

VII.LANOUR riROINIANH.

Virginisns along tbe Uu» of railroad between tit a city
and Richmond are mprct-onlod a being mim cai U. <lui«t)
unmolested travel between tbn two cities. In conae*

qu*nce of their indulgence in such Utile lireu»n at* petting
croMrtles on tho track, tearing up rail-', Ac., tbe t.lgLt
tra ns were withdrawn several days ago. I tie few un¬

quiet spirits among these people who ;ire li iiig.ig toeb
discredit npou toat sort on of Virginia will lp future bo
looked after more closely by negro troops.

TOR PARDON ¦CSINRRfl.
The it- nance of pardons has almost er,t,r< T eeaeed.

About a do/en requisitions were mode «,ut H <"ay for
North Carolina canes.

Till pacific it A 1 1.ho a n.

Strong efforts have been made within a few ilaya by
interested parties to have the Secretary of tbe Treasury
issue United States bonds u> the Pacific Railroad Utt
pauy for tho alleged completion of twenty two tntles of
road west fforn l.awrence, Kansas. Protest.* l>a\ e also been
entered against their isauo, and tbe whole natter <.

now under advisement.
THK HOt.l I»A YS IN WARHIWITON.

Tbe holidays promise to pas* veTy quietly in Washings
ton. No great balls or eiton^vo dinner jiartio* are y«(
heard of. A largo number of tho celebrities of the capi¬
tal have departed to spend Christmas in tho adjacent
cities. Tho dulnoss of the xca-on id Washington is a

matter of universal commcnt
In most of the government departments u day the

clerks were allowed to stop work at o clock.
They will not be required to report for di;iy ata.n until
Tuesday uiormug
NKW YKAK'fl RRCKPTtON AT Tit* WltlTr ttOtSR.
The first public reception at the White House wil|

take place on New Year's Dar. It is understood th%|
there will bo no other until after tbe reawnJ ng q(
Congress.

nMONitn
Secretary Stanton returned to the (|ty In t evening

from his visit (o Ohio.
TUB SBORKTARY OF TUB INTRKIO*

li Is well known that Secretary Harlan m i.ot esyiety
trig to reroaio at the bead of tba Interfcr Department
long after the advent of tbe new year, or ambit tor. for
Congressional honors woo him back to Igwa. A very
strong opinion is beginning to obtain ground in

cal circles that the va< ancy will be filled by Her llefc
Randall.

Two Barks Ashore at Sandy lleefcf
Harpt Hook, Dec. £>,

Two barks are ashore on the Upper Middle
black one and tho other has painted pert* A tt$« if
alongside of each.

Railroad Accident.
Rairior. N C, Dec M,

The mail train on the North tfcroliBa feed ran ofTVA
concord yesteTday, killing J. i White "J?****
ger, and Mr. Oata. tbe biifgage a>n tr 0»be» .»»*"".
lara ol tbe ttu»4**t are


